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EDITORS’ PREFACE 



The object of the Oxford Library of Practical 
Theology is to supply some carefully considered 
teaching on matters of Religion to that large body 
of devout laymen, who desire instruction, but are not 
attracted by the learned treatises which appeal to the 
theologian. One of the needs of the time would seem 
to be, to translate the solid theological learning, of 
which there is no lack, into the vernacular of every- 
day practical religion ; and while steering a course 
between what is called plain teaching on the one hand 
and erudition on the other, to supply some sound 
and readable instruction, to those who require it, on 
the subjects included under the common title ‘The 
Christian Religion,’ that they may be ready always 
to give an answer to every man that asketh them a 
reason of the hope that is in them, with meekness 
and fear. 

The Editors, while not holding themselves pre- 
cluded from suggesting criticisms, have regarded their 
proper task as that of editing, and accordingly they 
have not interfered with the responsibility of each 
writer for his treatment of his own subject. 

W. C. E. N. 

D. S. 

b 
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CHAPTER I 



RELIGION 

f Morality is conformity to a law of right . . . Religion 
is essentially a relation towards a Person/ 

It is a strange world on which the little infant gazes as 
he first opens his eyes. The first voice which he utters 
is a cry , 1 and only gradually he learns to smile,* as there 
dawns upon him the opening sense of possible satisfac- 
tion as the end of ungratified desire. Day by day, as he 
lives and grows, and his sensibilities begin to awaken, 
he finds himself penetrating into fresh rooms of an en- 
chanted palace, filled with new mysteries, and guarded 
by a strange apparatus of pleasure and pain. As he 
compares his experience with that of others, he finds 
that some seem to be led on by malignant beings 
only into fresh developments of pain and want, while 
others are guided by fairy hands into opening visions 
of delight, pained only by the stumbles of too great 
eagerness, or by the mistakes which prudence soon 
learns to avoid. He may go on, if he pleases, simply 
leaning on the experience of others, and with his hand 
on the clue of obedience be led by a graduated path 
into the fulness of life. But as soon as a real sense 
1 Compare Wisdom vii 3. 

a So S. Augustine Confessions i 8 ‘Post et ridere coepi*; and 
compare Mr. Keble’s ‘Cradle Songs’ in Lyra Innocentium ‘The 
First Smile. * 
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of his own personality and the powers of reflection 
awaken within him, three questions occur at once, and 
demand an answer. First, Has the world an owner? 
does it belong to him, at least the little space which 
he occupies, or to some one else ? Secondly, Is there 
any scheme or ordered plan which regulates its many 
and strange vicissitudes ? If so, in the third place, 
What relation has he to that scheme, why is he there, 
and when will he leave it? is he there by chance, just 
to flit about in the sunshine from pleasure to pleasure, 
and die at the first nip of adversity ? Or has he a place 
in an ordered plan, a place which no one else can 
fill, and in which his actions are of great and lasting 
importance to a scheme outside himself? 

And so accordingly he sets himself to inquire. He 
asks those without who have hitherto professed to teach 
him, he interrogates his consciousness within as to what 
it has to tell him ; and the answers which he receives 
are various. 

A certain number of people tell him that this world 
has no owner, and contains no secret beyond the reach 
of human intellect to discover ; that it is, as it were, 
a vast piece of common land, or rich gold-field, in 
which ownership is secured by possession ; that every 
one should set to work to measure out his own claim 
and make the best of it; that all which contributes 
to this end is good, and all which militates against it 
is bad ; that the two regulating powers — that is to say, 
the only two to be reckoned with — are matter and 
force; that he must learn by experience carefully to 
estimate their strength and direction ; that a mistake is 
a serious thing : to make a mistake means to receive a 
blow as if from an unseen adversary, and that a blow 
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without a word. Further, that he must resolutely set 
himself to repress the obstinate questionings of an in- 
tellectual restlessness, which will always be seeking to 
set up an imaginary owner for the world, as a child 
will clothe trees and shrubs with the attributes of 
giants and fairies, the offspring of his own imagination. 
Further, that he must not allow himself to be led 
astray by systems of Religion so called, in which men 
in the infancy of their development have invested the 
creatures of their imagination with divine attributes, 
first personifying their own fancies, and then erecting 
them on a throne. That these fancies have lived on 
into modern times is no argument in their favour. 
They have been adopted by successive generations 
without thought, and are being gradually pushed on 
one side by the slowly advancing force of intellectual 
culture. The world has no owner in the shape of 
God ; the dwelling on a so-called spiritual world, or 
living as for another, is a sheer waste of valuable force, 
which ought to be expended in developing the rich claim 
which chance has brought within reach. The voice is 
loud and persistent ; it rises in ever-increasing volume ; 
it is only a theological narrowness which seeks to label it 
as the voice of the Fool. It is the voice of the wise, 
and the voice which will prevail : * There is no God.’ 
Others, again, will tell him that so far his first 
impressions were right, that there is a great Being 
somewhere, a mighty First Cause which once in the 
beginning erected this palace for the abode of man, 
and filled it with resources which would ever evolve 
fresh powers of beauty and beneficence; that He is 
a Being who neither can be known nor seeks to be 
known; that having once set the world in motion, 
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He has left it to itself to follow a fated destined 
course; that He is not touched by human woes, or 
pleased with human happiness; that we stand in no 
need of Him, and He in no way needs us. Prayer to 
Him and worship are both needless and a waste of 
time. At the best, as far as man is concerned, He 
is represented by an empty throne, before which we 
bow in passing, as the figure-head of a strictly limited 
monarchy. There is a God, it would be rash to deny 
it, but for all practical purposes He is banished from 
the world. In following the laws of nature, and the 
order which was meant to regulate our progress, we 
shall be recognising in the truest way the ownership 
and supremacy of God. 

Others will tell him that of a certainty there is more 
in the world than that which meets his eye ; that 
underneath all the unfolding beauty before him, even 
in his own inner self, there is a great principle of life 
welling up into myriad forms, and that this is God — 
no Person dwelling apart from the world which He 
created, but its very inmost soul ; that He is identified 
with the world ; that He is, as it were, hidden in every 
room of the palace of life, filling up the cup of its 
pleasures, and working within its most solemn terrors ; 
that He is within man himself, to enable him to appre- 
ciate what is around him. The world is, as it were, 
magnetised with God, and hence life itself, however 
lived, is one vast Religion. 

Can we, in looking back over our experience, be 
satisfied with any of these answers to very momentous 
questions ? We feel there must be an owner to whom 
all this vast and complicated system belongs, that we 
need a clue to its mysteries, and a protection amidst 
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its strange and unsuspected dangers, and a guide that 
we should choose the best, and not fail of the end for 
which we came ; while we grope our way to Him, Who 
we feel cannot be far away from creation, which is still 
warm with His touch. 

We find on looking around us how universal this 
feeling is. The very multiplicity of religions, strangely 
diverse, yet strangely alike, exhibits men separated as 
it were into exploring parties, feeling after an owner 
of all this complex world, lest perhaps all uncon- 
sciously they should be insulting a hidden Power by 
a neglect to recognise Him. It is a feeling which men 
seem unable to shake off, that they are occupants 
of a possession which does not belong to them. And 
joined to this there is an intense desire to know 
what it all means. The three sights which startled 
Gautama are still to be seen around the richly-loaded 
tables of this world’s good. Men die while yet clutch- 
ing with their hands the treasures which had invited 
their labour and fired their ambition. Or they sit 
with no enjoyment at its feast, out of correspondence, 
out of sympathy with its fullest allurements, as age 
creeps on with its chilly paralysis. Or they lie pant- 
ing with parched lips, like a thirsty man on the salt 
sea, like a hungry man with a bag of gold. It is not 
all an even progress from good to better ; there is fate 
and chance and disaster ; there is a hand moving the 
machinery of life which sometimes strikes and kills. 
The faces are always changing; old ones pass away, 
new ones come on. Where have the old ones gone? 
whither are the new ones going ? It is ill trifling with 
machinery connected with an unseen God, the mechanism 
of which we cannot understand. The religions of 
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the world are stamped with the puzzled uncertainty of 
men who long for assurance. They furnish a working 
hypothesis for a time, and then break down ; but they 
all show the widespread feeling of mystery and un- 
certainty which craves for a solution. Added to this, 
there is the strange feeling that a progress through 
the world which shall not be conspicuous for disaster is 
only possible to one who has learned the principles of 
self-restraint ; that free as he is in his choice, a man 
who will succeed must have learned not to touch. 
And so vast systems have grown up, regulating desire, 
and guiding choice, and applying the principles of re- 
straint to the daily work of life. Along each and all 
of these ways men have started out to look for God ; 
to find an owner to whom all these riches belong ; to 
find a clue to the great enigma, so that man may no 
longer stumble on his doom without knowing it; to 
obtain a sanction for the restraints of morality, either 
from great universal laws, or the positive precepts of 
a guiding mind. 



I 

We are sure, therefore, of sympathy, and of finding 
ourselves in company with a large band of earnest men 
in all ages, if we resolutely set ourselves to seek an 
owner for this world, if we refuse to believe ourselves 
mere lucky tenants of a rich claim, with no other good 
but self-interest, and no other evil but a false step ; if 
we believe that there is a plan of life, and true and 
right rules to guide us in the regulating of it; if, in 
one word, we abandon the life of chance, and seek 
earnestly and sincerely for Religion. For what is 
Religion ? It is variously defined and described. Some 
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